“The Stones Fell Silent”

(A Poem of Mercy and New Beginnings - based on John 8:1-11)

Introduction

She had been dragged into the open, her sin exposed, her fate already sealed by the stones in
her accusers” hands. The crowd wanted judgment, not justice. Shame burned hotter than fear
as she braced for the first blow.

But then Jesus stooped. He did not condemn her — He defended her. With one piercing
sentence — “Let him who 1s without sin cast the first stone” — He broke the power of
accusation. One by one, the rocks fell. One by one, the voices faded.



This poem gives voice to that moment when mercy silenced condemnation —and to our
moments, too, when grace speaks louder than shame, and a new beginning is given.

The Poem: “The Stones Fell Sclent”

They dragged her out into the light,
Her secrets shouted, her shame in sight.
The law was clear, the verdict near —
Her end was written, her fate was fear.

A circle formed, the crowd pressed in,

Each hand weighed heavy with hidden sin.
But none looked inward, none saw their own,
They only reached for the nearest stone.

Then Jesus bent and touched the ground,
And all went quiet—no voice, no sound.
No fire of wrath, no word of blame,

Just mercy moving, just love proclaimed.

“If you are clean —without one stain,

Then cast your stone, release your shame.”
One by one, their fingers slipped,

The rocks fell silent from every grip.

She dared not breathe, she bowed her head,
But He looked at her and spoke instead:
“Where are they now —those who accuse?
Has no one left to still abuse?”

“No, Lord,” she whispered, voice so small.
“Then neither do I condemn at all.
Go now, be free —your past erased,

Walk in the light of my endless grace.”

The stones lay still, the crowd was gone,
But mercy’s song kept pressing on.

A guilty heart was set brand new —
And friend, that mercy’s here for you.

So when your failures weigh you down,
When shame would drive you to the ground,
Remember Him, who stoops so low —

To lift, forgive, and tell you so:

You're not condemned, you're not defined
By every sin you've left behind.
The rocks fall silent, grace breaks through —

And Jesus makes your story new.



Reflection: The Mercy That Covers Our Shame

This woman expected only condemnation. She had been dragged into the open, her sins on
display, her worth seemingly reduced to her worst moment. The crowd wanted blood, and she
braced for it. But Jesus did not join their chorus of accusation. He stooped low, reminding
every onlooker of their own need for mercy. One by one, the stones fell silent.

What makes this moment so powerful is not just the absence of judgment, but the presence of
dignity. Jesus did not excuse her sin, but He refused to let it define her. In saying, “Neither do
I condemn you. Go, and leave your life of sin,” He offered both mercy and a new beginning.
We, too, know what it feels like to carry shame. Sometimes it is shouted at us from others, and
sometimes it whispers from within. But Jesus breaks the cycle of condemnation. His mercy
doesn’t leave us where we are —it lifts us up, restores our identity, and points us toward

freedom. The same Jesus who disarmed the accusers then still defends us now. He is the One
who silences shame, covers us in grace, and calls us to start again.

Scripture to Carry With You
John 8:11 — “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.
Romans 8:1 — “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesuo.

Micah 7:18-19 — “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression. .. You will
tread our sins underfoot and bhurl all our iniguities into the depthos of the sea.”

Psalm 34:5 — “Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame.”



